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HIS Diſcourſe , though it may ſerve for any Meridian! 
the Chriſtian World , yet is it more particularly calce | 
for this Famous City , towhich as a Native and Memb(, 
lam related ; and in whoſe Peace and Proſperity ney on! 

#5 involved. The occaſion that moved me to theſe Conſiderations , wi 
what eſcapes few Mens notice and complaints ; v1z. our Indecent Ei! 
preſſions azd Rough Deportment toward each other upon our difly 
rent Senſes and Judgment of Affairs, wherein we are all concerned th 
they-be managed aright ; and in Charity are to believe no leſs is inten 
ed by moſi. The Defion of their Publication , is to dire( our miſpuide! 
Zeal, toallay our violent Heats , to corre# our ſharp and acrimoniotd 
Humours , to ſweeten our Tempers and Diſpolitions , and mal 
us better natur d to one another. That Cauſe which hath Truth an 
Righteouſneſs for its Foundations , cannot fland in need of any ill Art 
to fupport it ; Clamors or Forgeries , paſſionate Tranſports , or malici; 
ous Inſinuations, can do Jittle Sexvice 10 any Cauſe , and leaſt of al 
70 the Beſt : by good Will aud good Reaſon, by Calmneſs of Temper ani 
' force of Argument , when in Conjunfion , much may be effeied , but f 
diſunited, as good as nothing. 7 he Matters whereabout our general Di 
agreement is , would not be fatally prejudicial to our ſelves or others 
neither impeach our preſent or future happineſs , did not our Indiſcretior 
in their management. bring ina train of miſchievous conſequences. The 
Epidenucal Errors in the Nation are not of a malignant Nature , 
 havethey feizd the Vitals of Religion ; I pray God we apply not Remedi 
worſe than” the Diſeaſe, Becauſe we VM from one another with Pride 
Self-will, Envoy, Aﬀeation, Malice, Paſſion, 'tis no wonder that fre 
theſe Roots of Bitterneſs, ſpring forth thoſe ſowr Fruits of Slanders 
* Derrattion, Lying, Libellin Sel, ons, Calummnies, Execrations, Perju 
ries i which are the Peſt aud H of cur Age and Nation. It ill become: 
a Member of any Church that acknowledgeth Jeſus Chriſt the Head, tt 
be of a Temper and Difpofjtion repugnant anto his , to a and be in 
eny other Spirit then that of Love and Tenderneſs, Ingenuity, and 
Compaſſion, Good-witt aud Rencficence, Univerſal Charity and: 
Righteouſneſs, theſe gruerhe Eſſential Form and Genuine Complexiyy | 
on 10 aChriſtian. By theſe Vertues we wnitate him whom we worſhip 
and honour our Redeemer > To whoſe Law of Love if we yield Obedience$® 
"twill make us better Subjefs and Citizens, better Friends and Menthal 
now we generally are ; for an entire Sebomiſſion and Conformity to th 
Royel Lars, malgs a good Chriſtian, aud that « Perſon fo in all Condition 
and relations : T; Fj |< 
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The Way to Peace. | 


of By ſome Moderate and Healing _. 
PRINCIPLES, PROPOSALS, and DIRECTIONS 


Humbly offered to the Conſideration of all 


CHRISTIANS, 


As a MEANS to make us of thar 
PURE and PEACEABLE:' RELIGION 


We make Profeſſion of. 
By one that deſires to be called only by that Holy Name of 


CHRISTIAN 


N all matters wherein we diſſent from others, as there are ma 
Caſes both Civil and Religious, which are of a doubtful Na- 
ture, and Arguments on both ſides are near an«/£quilibriam, 
and we cannot bring the Afﬀair ro an llue, tothe plenary 1a- 
tisfaftion of both parties, whilſt we find thoſe that be other- 
wiſe minded then we are, to be for the main diſcreer and ver- 
ruous, and have no apparent reaſon to diſtruſt that they jn- 
tend other then Peace and Right, we ought to be very fair 
and candid in the interpretation of theirdiffering from us, 
and mike as favourable Allowances as the nature of the thing 
will admit, | 7 


No Man that will retire a while and uſe his rhoughts in calm and impartial Conſiderations, 
but may cafily perceive there is noreaſonable account to be given, wherefore he ſhould be 
diſpleaſed and angry with a perſon that hath different apprehenfions and notions from hn m- 
ſelf ; for by the Law of Retaliation, the other may pay him in the ſame Coin, and mea- 
ſurc to him again the ſame he meted to him before, becauſe juſt fo far as the one differs 
from the other , that other ditfers from him : ſurely then that fair quarter and ingenuous 
ConſtruRtions, I reckon due to my ſelf from anothers hand, I cannot without manifeſt Inju'. 
ſtice and Violation of the Law of Ctaruy , refuſe to allow to him. 


Hethart is enamoured of Truth and Righteouſneſs for theirown ſake, and loves them for 
their inhate worth and beauty, and undertakes their defence and patronage, upon nomean . 
and fſinifter Motives and Inducements , but with an honeſt. deſign to promote and vindicate , 
the ſame, will be circumſpect and cautious to manage all his Overtures in order thereunto 
with that gravity, moderarion, ſeriouſneſs, and ſtrength of Argument , that it may appear 
he endeavours rather to convince his Opponent by Rational Demonſtrations , thea vyex aild 
exaſperate him by Raillcries and InveCtives, , 


| Where the proper means of Convidtion, Viz. Rational and Moderate Arguing , will not 
take place and prevail with him that is ofa differentNotion and. Apprehenſion from us , 
our violent and boiſterous paſſions are uſeleſs and inſignificant ; the afting aad ſpeaking 
as if we were tranſported beyond, or were beſide our ſelves, is a very prepoſterous way to 
bring others toa right underſtanding ; *tis not the ſtrength of our Paſſions but our Reatons 


that can make our Opinions currant and acceptable unto others, 
A +: 0a 


Re . Js 3 
All thoſe errors and miſtakes which are imputable to the weakneſs and imperfection of 
Humane Underſtanding. (which was when at| beſt, Finice and Fallible) and do not derive 
a Poyſon and Malignity from the Will, --is the onely Source and Original of Moral Evil, 
have in the judgment of the Wiſer ſort of Men made us rather Patients rhen Criminals, 


and juſtly challenge the Compaſſion and Counſel of a Phyſician ro adviſe and recover, 


and not the ſeverity and Sentence ofa Judge, to Condemn and Execute it being more 
Humane and' Chriitian to deliver a Miſtakea-man from his Errors, then to paſs judgmenc 


on him for them. : . 


The pouring out of our own Bloods a Sacrifice to Truth anJ Righteouſneſs, if the 
Providence of God require it, is in it (elf amore noble and heroick Action , as alſo a 
more acceptable and grateful Offering to our Redeemer , who was himſc;tan Indtruter , 
and Inſtance of fo generous Love and Veteue, then the violent ſhedding of theirs,” that 


contradict and oppole the ſame. 


At what a low Edb is the Divine Life, and with what compaſſionate Reſentments ought 
we to look on the Stare of Chriſtianity in the World , when we beho!d thoſe that profeſs 
a Rehgion , wherein is recammended tg. them by the moſt Endeariag Morives, Patience, 
Meekne's, Humility, Charity, Peaceablenefs, 'and mutual forbearing and !orgiving one 
another, and all other Verrtues and Graces , /which may render Humane Converſation, U- 
niverſally Delightful , and Beneficial ; they ſhould as ir were in deſpight of all thoſe oblig- 
ing Arguments the Goſpel preſents them with , to hve in the practice of thrſe Divine! and 
Inoffenſive Vercues, be guilty of as horrid Cruelty and Burchery, Envy and Malice, Re- 
venge an. Uicharitabl-neſs, rowards one another, and rth-t under the pretence of Zeal 
for this Peaceable and H ly Inſtitution, as the Pagan Warld can be charged with in their 
open Wars and Hoſtilities z Strange and Prepoſterous Zral, to play the Devil ( as they ſay) 
for Gods-ſake , and our of love to Religion, | draw our its Vital Spirice, to raiſe and ſubvert 
theſe indiſpenſable and fundamental ! !uties of Benignity, Clemency, and univerſal Goad- 
will, abſtract from which, Religion would be no more to us, then an empty name, and 
ruitleſs Speculation, and ſignitie nothing either to the Honout' of God, or Happinefs of 
an. Unhappy Chriſteniom , how arc thou degererated from thy Primitive Purity , 
ove and Humility , where are the Characters and Impreffions by which onely it can ap. 
pear we belong ro Chriſt» Doth aot the Image and Superſcription we generally bear, Ar- 
gue we do indeed and in truth call another Lord and King. 


"Would we diveſt our ſelves of our Paſſions and Pre judices againſt thoſe Perſons or Parties 
whoſe Opinions and Sentiments wc are in oppoſition to, and not engage our private Hu- 
mours and Intereſts in our Contentions , nor permit our perſonal and particular deſfjgns 
to bias ang influence our Motions, the controvercing and debating rhe moſt . material 
points depending: in duipute among us, would be a pleaſant and advantageous Theme, 
and contribure greatly ro the improvement |of our judgment and underſtanding, without 
any diminution of mucrual Good-will and Charity, - 


In this preſent condition of Weakneſs and Ignorance, wherein none can plead Exempti- 
on from miſtakes, and every man that doth not fir in the Infallible Chair , muſt own he 
is out and at a [oſs ſome where ; being ſubje& co the ſame Paſſions, and liable co rhe like 


Miſpriſſions as others; what is more decorous and becoming thoſe thar are under the 


ſame Circumſtances of a frail and wandring State, than to compaſſionare each others Lap- 
ſes and Miſapgrehenſions than modeſtly to diſtruſt their own Sentiments , than diligent] 

£o 1aquire for further Information , than to attempt others recovery by rational Convicti- 
on , and not too moroſely ro cenſure, not jocoully to ſport themſelves with the Igno- 
rances and Infirmities of Humanity, ; 


Tiioſe whom we have reaſon to' believe from the Gonſtant Tenour of their Attions prin- 
cipally deſign God and Goodneſs, alchough their doubtful Notions concerning ſome re- 
vealed aud yet abltruſe Truths, hinder them from affenting add conſenting ro a Form of 
Words as rigidly true, which by ſome Eccleſiaſtical Determinations and Civil Sanggions , 
are made the Shibbeleth to try the Orthodox by, yer if they have ſo much Faith i God 
through his Son , as to be unto them a Principle of Divine Love and Obedience , their 
peacea! le Diſfent and inoffenſive Converſation, ſhould incline us rather to treat them Be- 


nignly and Humanetly, than their miſtaken Opinions move us to holler and uncharitable 
ge, ; | _ If 


| | (3) 

If once we eſtabliſh this as a Principle that Religion may be forced, - there will be*n9 
meaſure nor. end of violence and cruelty for then in whoſe hands foever the Sovereign 
Power reſides, the Paraſites of it will be infinuating that itis as Orthodox, as *tis ſupream z 
and under the notion of extirpating Hereſie, preſerving Decency , promoting Unity, ſe- 
curing the Power of Holy Church , being ſecure againſt its Lſurpations ; or ſome plauſi- 
ble Pretenfions or others , as are moſt ſuitable ro advance- their Ambitious ProjeRs , the 
Liberics, the Properties, the Lives of Innocent and Moral Men ſhall be ſacrificed upon 
the fore-mentioned Principl-; and the refuſ.l perh-ps of Subſcription ro the moſt unreaſon- 
able Propoſitions, be adjudged a Capital Offence, and nothiog leſs than life ir ſelf allowed to 
be an Expiation for it. 


it not ſad enouch for 2 man fatally to miſtake in the things of-his everlaſting Peace , 
and co err at his own Eternal Peril; bur muſt we endeavony to hurry him.to the place of 
torment txfore bis time »' and precipirate him before his natural life expire, with all his 
Miſtakes and errors about tim, into the Anfernal Pit: If his caſe be compaſſionable, 
which ſlays a man by chance, and he find favour from the Law, ſhall-we no: much more 
commilerate his condition, thar through want of skill and Judgment miſtakes the way ro 
his own happi. «fs, ant: tanto wrat i8 called Hereſie or Fundamental Error , when he is 
'yery carciul and indultrious to decline It, 


: 3-H il becomes Chriſtians ro propagate Religion by the Artifices ard Methods of Makamt- 
Ears, 1” argues rthcy kn ww not 'wvhat manner of {pirit their Savig'e was of, t.-1t Went abour 

doirg good,” and alwavs Acted.in a Spirit of Meekneſs and Humility, and recommendrd 
the ſame temper and ditpolition to his tifciplesz that attempr the Diſl=mination ot his 
Dottrine by means (., contrary to thoſe by which it was firſt planted in the World ; our 
Lord hath.promiſed to be always with his fairhful Servants 1a the diſcharge of their Du- 
ty, and that the Gates of H-1!1 ſhall not prevall againſt his Church : bur this is not accom- 
pliſhed by humane might and power, bur: by his Spirit, whereby is given them a- Mouth 
.and Wiſdome, which none of che Adverſarics of Truth ſhall be able to reſiſt. 


 Confiſcarions, Exiles, Interdifts, Inquiſirions, &s5. were ſtrange things in (the primitive 
times of Chri':ianity. He that died forus, gave us no commitlion tomake way for our Re= 
Tigion by fo! ce of +.rms , the commandment which we had from the beginning was not ſo : 
This is the Evangelical Docr-ine, in Meekneſs ro Inftrut, :Exhort, Perſwade, Rebuke, and 
Beſeech. - And if theſe mear.s.di i fil of their Convincing and Converting Men to the Fairh,_ 
an.) they did perſiſt in their Errors, Maugre all the Arguments were offer'd to their minds, 
to procure their belief of the Goſpel ; againſt their Perverſneſs and Obſtinacy to entertain 
L'ivine Truth : Chriſt that would have all his Souldiers Volunteers, provided not any Violent 
and External Remedies; they that refuſed, did it with the hazzard of their Souls, and the * 
Meſſengers had nothing furcher in Commiſſion when their Doctrine was ſlighted and de- 
ſpiſed, then to ſhake off the duſt from their feer, asa Teſtimony againſt thoſe which re- 
3: &ed the Counſel of God againit themſelves, What kindneſs can Men have for that Re- 
ligion, whoſe Laws are writ with the point of a Sword, and whoſe Addrefſes ro them 
are in loo1 and . ruelty , which quits the proper Media, by which rational Creatures 
are prevail'd with, viz. Reators and Arguments, and in licu of ſatisfying the judgment and » 
underſtanding of the truth of irs Propotitions by concluſive demonſtrations, exacts an 
implicit beliet of them and a blind obecience to them, under the ſevereſt Penalties Ty- 
ranny can conrrive; | 

Whoever pretends to an Authority over the Religion and Conſciences of Men, andin 

ſublerviency to their Salvation, to invade and deſtroy the Civil Rights and Properties of 
thoſe of the ſame common Family of God with themſelves, ought to ſhow a very plain 
and authentiquie Warrant by which ſuch power is delegated tothem, and that they are 
conſtituted by the Supream Lord to be his Vicars and Subſtirutes , to demand and recover 
in his Name the Forfeitures that Infidels and Hereticks make of all their Temporal Felicity, 
by their unhappy ignorance of the way to Eternal. Horever men manage and venrlate 
the Propoſition, That dominion is founded in grace, yet when it comes tp be reduced to 

raQtice, they are not willing it ſhould paſs for truth any longer then the power continues 
In their own hands ; and they are able to improve ir to particular advantage. 


The fancying that.our differing Opinions concerning fome difficult Supernatural Truths, 
and ſome External Modes of Divine Worſhip, makes us of a different Religion from one an- 
| other, 


(4) FS 
- atid excludes them that are miſtaken from the benefits of the Covenant and the 
1-119 God, as much avit doth from! ours, - hath been and is one of the moſt pernici- 
- anc} 4 'ractiv* Engins by which the peace and happineſs of the Chriſtian Churches 
hath te n undermined * which can never be ſecured ſo long as we accounc ſuch perſons E- 


mi s i0 Go1and Goodneſs , whoſe belief and practice thwarts ours; the neceffary and, 
fa.al co icqu-nce of which, will be rigid Ceoſures, and bearing hard upon each: other , 


in {.nchriltian and Inhumane -Practices. | 


1 wiſh thar great Truth which at laſt God reveal'd to. his Apoſtle, was the common 
Faith of all Chriſtians, Fiz. That God is noreſpecter of Perſons, thar he hath no ſpecial 
regard to any particular Parties and diſtinct Socictics of Man, todo for them as being un- 
der a peculiar Denomination, more then for others ; let cheir profeſſion be never fo 
fair ani ſpecious , but that in every Nation, in every party, thoſ? that fear God and work 
R ghteFſneſs, and thoſe onely ſhall be accepted : *Tis in vain to expect any Zeal orearneſt 
Conrtention to defend or deſtroy any of the Rituals and Ourworks of Religion, will be 
of an advantage to us : whilſt wenegle@ thoſe indiſputable and indiſpenſable Duties , we 
cannot but know our Obligations to, 


Nane of our conteſts for Truth and Religion ſhould make us abandon thoſe mild and 
be ign Vertues, which are the glory and perfection of it; and when wediffer concernin 
ſuch parts of Chriſtian Faith, which they are not aſſcated to, do not render the Gol] 
.cff-tual to attain thuſe great ends whereunto it is deſign'd ; if after men have fairly 
p:0pos'd the Arguments that oblige them to yield their Allent, and moderately heard the 
Allegati--ns that are offcr'd by rhoſe of a contrary perſwaſion ,| both do remain of their for- 
mcr j::dgment without ſatisfaQion from each other, 'tis molt reaſonable that they part as 
go07 triends, and upon as fair terms as they mer, and innocently continue their differing 
Scntiments. 


Few men I. doutt give themſelves the trouble of a fair and diligent Examination and En- 
qU1iry into the Articles of their Belicf, but cither to ſave themſelves the labour ofa ſearch, 
take up their Creed by whole ſale; or for fear of the Event being hazardous, by finding up- 
On the trial that the true belief is punifhable or unfaſhionable , reſolve to continue in and 
promote the R<ligion in which they are Educated, though they are not able to render any 
accuunt cither io themſelves or others, wherefore they embrace ſuch Opinions which are 
handcd down to them,” then thoſe Arguments which equally ſerre for all Religions alike, 
and therefore ought nat to be uſed for the goodneſs or truth of any. 

No Religion, but *ris toogood to be the Subject of Plays and Farces, and turned into 
Ridicule and Burleique. In fo Profligate and Atheiſtical an Age, tis the common coricern of all 
tht have Reverence for Deity , andregardto its Revelation, though they differ in the Ex- 
p'ication of 1everal parts and paſſages of it, to keep up the honour of Religion inthe main , 
by dilcountenancing that drolling humour, which under pretence of being Satyrical againſt 
Hypocrites , doth frequently encroach upon true Piety , and doth by miſtake, art leaſt, to 

ſay no worſe, wound a Friend inſtead of an-Enemy. : 


An exat Agreement and Correſpondence in all matters , i« ſo far from being abſolulely 
neceſſary to the happineſs of Humane Nature , thar 'tis not Efſeatialin the judgment of the 
Learned, tothe Bliſs even of the Angels , of whoſe diſagreement in ſome particulars we 
have a prohable \ccount in the Hiſtory of Daniel, though there is noreaſon to believe it 
Impair'd their Felicity. 


Different apprehenſions, of things diſcreetly and moderately managed, renders converſe 
more delighrtul , and our company more acceptable to each qther, then it can be where 
we all kiow and own the ſame Notion, and all our parts are of the ſame meaſure and 
proportion. | 


The Bill of Contention is kept up, by an hafy and precipitate rejeRting other' Mens 
Senie and Propoſals, and by an over=eager and impatient preſſing of our own ; as if what 
was irndred to us by our Antagoniſt, was not worthy Regard.and Conſideration, and what 
we - ff rd ought to be credited withour inquiry and rational ſatisfaRtion. Were this poſitive 


humour banifhec our of our common Diſcourſes, rogether with it we ſhould be quit of 


m1 of that inflimeable matter which keeps the fire of paſſion and anger, like chat of Hell, 
frum going out and ever being exrinCt, k If 


Co 
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If we enquire after the Coercive Power of the Civil Magiſtrate in Afatters of Retigion, and 
what is the Ad:quate Objeft thereof, among thuſe who know that it will be employed 
for thery Intereſt , they are for making broad its Phylatteries, and inlarging its exerciſe and 
F juriſdiction, ar leaſt ro the utmolt of irs extent. If we conſult others. whole Temporal 
XX Concernments are ſubject ro be prejudiced by the Penalties the Law impo{eth On Diſlenrers , 
they urge, that whiltt they Worſh:p Ged in the way which he preſcr«b:th, in a quict and 
£ * peaccable Tanner , no Humane Power ought to diſturb and interrupr them "4 but co grant 
*® rhem its protection , and provice for their ſecurity ; bur bethis as it will, tis with me 
| an unioubzetMaxime; Let the power wherewith the Afagiſtrate is velted, he never lo abſolute, 
=? *tis given him tor the E dification and Benehir, and not the Deſtruttion of his Subzeas, and 
* that the condition of Modeſt, Humble, Meek, Peaccable, and innocent Perſons, ſhould 
# be rather better than worſe by the Civil Magiſtrates being of the Chriſtian Religion ; 
X and thar even they themſelves are nor exempred from the Divine commands of Moderati- 
23 on, Lenity, Compaſtion, Condeſcention , Charity , , Cc. but that theſe Vertues, ſofar 
-t as the Pablick-welfarc can be preſerv'd, ought to be the. Princ;pal Tnugredients 1n all their 

7 Laws and Conſtitutions, 


 Wethar are of the Proteſtant Profeſſion, at this time eſpecially - ought to. remember 
; upon what Principles and Mortives we forſook the Romiſh Communion ; the more fifmly 
£ ro unite us in mutual love, under our ſmaller differences : Some of the Principles, which may 
Z beas a foundation to this Union, are: © Thar the holy Scriptures contain.in rhem whatſoe- 
 *ver is neceſſary to Chriſtian Faith and Manners ; Thar it is a Dty incumbent upon All ta 
© *read, to ſearch, and endeayour to find out the ſenſe and meaning of them, and to be= 
* have themſelves anſwerably ; That whoſoever firmly believes the Divine Authority of the 

2 * Scriptures, andin evegroſs all the Truths are comprized in them, though he ſhould mi- 
- © ſtake in ſome particular Iruths , his Errors will not , whillt he is :nvinc:bly and not wilfally 
* * ignorant, prove damnable ro him; all chat God requires of us in ord-r :o our Salvation, 
W © being a {rrcere and ſerious endeavour to know and do his will, and nor that we be pm pec- 
* cable or infall:ble in this mortal ſtate: That they onely err to their eternal ruin, *which 
*oppoſe ſuch Truths they know God hath reſtſhed ; Thar God hath made nothing abſolute- 

© ly neceſſary to Salvation , which 1s not plainly revealed; [That no Church of any particue 
© lar denomination 1s Infallible , and that general Councils, Synods, Convocarions, m LA 
©and haveerred ; That the impoſing a Profeſſion of known Errors, and praQifing known 

*Corruptions , is a ſufficient cauſe of Separation; That pxblsck' approbation makes it but 

© orobable , that the things they allow and command arc good ; Thar-the oppoling my 
' © Reaſon and Authority of Scripture againſt the Paublick, is not the oppoſing my Judment 
+ * againſtir, but that of Godtothaxof Man; That every man ought to judge for himſelf, 

* © which Religion is trueſt ; That the Bible is the Religion of Proteſtants, and- nothing but 

* that and the plain conſequences thereof, can rhey with conſiſtency to their: own” grounds 
« either believe themſelves , or require of others ; That none oug!it ro take. up Truth upon 

* the credit of any, withour asking the reaſon why ; Thar he that endeavours to be- 

*lieve Scripture in the true ſenſe, cannot be an Heretick; and that it were well if no 

* more then what 1s Ev;dent in Scripture was required to the Cherches Communion , Thar 
* the Rule tojudge Controverſies by , is the Scripture, and that no one Man, Þr any com- 
*pany of Men, are appointed to judge for the reſt, Theſe and many other Poſitions of the 

ſame importance are to be had in the writings of our greateſt and wiſeſt Proteſtants , 

which if we would diligently improve into praQice , would be of excellentuſe to ſweeten 

our Tempers towards one another , and abate thoſe Annimoſities, Feuds, and malicious 

Diſſentions , which are the ſhame and ſcandal, andif Heaven preventnot , may be the 

ruin and deſtruction of our Nation and Religion, | 


> 
—- 
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, Loveis a Vertue ſo Amiable, that it is Univ-rſally ſpoken well of, and thoſe that are ſpa- 
ring of it to others, deſire it may be hberally expreſſed to themſelves; in the oppoſite. Vices 
of Malice, Envy, Revenge, &c, confiſtnotonly the Eſſence of the puniſhment of the next 
World , but the foxndatios of moſt of the Calamiries of thy : Where this Divine Grace with 
> its Concomitant Vertues have their Reſidence, there the mind of a man is calm and ſerene, 
at great eſe in4t ſelf , and no way injurious or offenſive unto any ; but heartily deſirous 
that the whole World might conſpire in ove common deſignof promoting each others good and 
; wellfarc, and doth nor ſtingily and penurioully limit , and confine irs defires and endea- 
vours, to provide for any {preg Sett or Party "of Men fo great and plentiful .a portion, 
(nay not his own if he be of any) char the ref ſhould fare the worſe for it; and did this 
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S»irit of Univerſal love obtain more generally among men, what aftrangealteration ſh 


the Vi/olf would dwell with the Lamb , and the Leopard lie diwnwiih the Kid, and the Child 
play on the hele of the Aſpe, &c. then thoſeblack and Hell:;fb I aſſions which ferment and fret 


the Spirits of Men , and render them as vexations and unealic to themſelves, as trouble ' 
ſome and wnpleaſunt to thoſe they are concerned,with , would be corjurcd down to that place 


of darknc{s trom which they firſt ſprung, rogether with that erain ut miſchiefs and plagues 
which they ſcatter and diffuſe among men. 
The great deſign of Gods ſending his Son into the World , was not to amyſe our under- 
ſtanding, with tne propoſing to them 4bſtruſe and myſteriozus Truths , oc to perſwade us to 
yield an Alſznt ro Dottrincs knotty ani incomprehenſible , to believe,” as ſome teach , both 
againſt ſenſe and reaſon , to gaze upon, and admire not the brightneſs and luſtre, but the 
darkneſs and obſcurity of Divine Revelation ; theſe muſt needs be ends below ſo merciful 
and, indulgent a Father , and Inadequate to ſo great an undertaking as was that of the 
Redeemer, whoſe Principal Intention , upon the Fropitzation\made for the fin of the world 
by the Sacrifice of timſelf, was to direft mankind to the Practice of the moſt G-nerows and 
Gedlike Vertues , and make them partakers of a Dwvine N 
ſenſuality and mal'znity , and from all filthineſs of Fl ſh and Spnit, to teach them to deny 
Ungodlin-ſs and Worldly Luſts, and to lw? Soberly, Rightrouſly, and Gedty ; to have their Con- 
verſations Honeſt and Orthogsx , and not to conform rheinſelves tothe guiſe and faſhion 
of the degenerate World ; and ro incouragethem, not ſo, much to 6.1 ww2, as do and ſuffer 
hard and difficulc things, by the expectation of a blefled Immortality at his glorious ap- 
pearance and his Kingdome, 


The Diviſions of the Chriſtian Churches will ſcarce ever b+ 2b1red, till the namerons Ar- 
ticles which are made neceſſary terms of Communion , be 1:{-ncd, and thy mure (wbtil and 
nice Ones, beaccounted as t:cclefiaſtical determinations ought ro be; probableand valua- 
ble , but not indubitable and concluſive. He whole Faith and Hop? is in God through je- 
ſus Chriſt, and makes his Applications and Ayldreti's unto the Father in the Name and 
throuzh the Mediation and Intercellign of tiie Sow of God, Which are. the Foundations of 
Chriſtian Religion, as it difters fiom |che AMo/arck ind Ne wral, and is ready to afſent to 
all;Articles of Chriſtianity , which in e-preſs words .are delivered in the Divine Writings, 
which are ſup, os'd to be che fitteſt, becauſe tie Holy Spirit D:tated them, who knew 
beſt in what Language thoſe great Myſteries could be Loft communicated to our Underſtand- 
ſtandings , 1s a Chriitian 1n the Golpyl ſenſe, *ii8certam that in matrers of pure Revela- 
tion, tis ſomewhat daring to be wil” ab ut what is writ, todeviate from that Form of 
ſound words is of D.vine Inſpiration, and o make our Comments and DeduCttions equal 
Authentick with the Origina!, for a['| Infer nces trom Scripture, fo far as thev are but Hu- 

mane , are Fallibl:, and therefore can vo further demand our ſent than they 
* 79, Smith ſatufic our 7udgment. * Thus a learned Author of our own, in his diſcourſe of 
Pcopheſie, © We mult not think we in vary Scripture Expreſſi ns ſecs ely, with 
© retaining the true meaning, except we likewiſe had as real an underitanding of the ſenſe it 
* [clf as the Inſpired Perſons had , over whom God aid totar ſwper-zntexd in copying forth his 
*7:#th, as nut to ſuffer them to ſwerve from his mecany, | 


The-greater progreſs we make in Love, by which I underſtand not a /in:/z Paſſion, but a 
Syſt m and C-»jt.llarion wherein are conſpicuous the molt emipentVertues ,; the further profi- 
ciency we make 1n, t:1e Doctrine of the Goſpel , whoſe very 4tr and Complexion is little elſe 
bur Love, the ne erer approaches alſo we make to that great Patrern and Example of our $a- 
viour, Whoſc xt ps we are obligedto eyead in, and to walk in thoſe Paths of Love he trod in 
before us, whoſe will alſoit is that we tranſcribe and copy it out in our Converſation 3 
tn.s 1s that. eculiar Coaratter, by which Chri's Diſciples are to be diſcriminate trom the 
follow?rs of any other Maſter , and by whic' his Church may be known from all other 
Chu:chcs : Tis obſervable, that though among all the ſigns of the true Church, Bellr- 
mine omits 1s of Love, yet that all Faith is not a more certain ſign of the Trae Church, 
tha'y, want of Love is a fign of the falſe; andthe fame is applicable to the particular Mem- 
27+, _/Wrere-ever I finda body of Men, let them Chriften themſelves with as olorious 4 
N.ms as tizey pleaſe, though they monopel.ze Salvation to themſelves , and exclude out of 

IE: JH Heaven 


ould 3 
we btholdin the World , the G»/den Aye would ſpring up 1 an witant, Tygers ant VYolves Þ 
would quit their Savazeneſt and Cruelty, the loff Parade be y-ſtored, and in tlie Prophe- © 
tick Phraſe, Inſtcad of the Thorn ſhowld|c 'm- up the' Forr , and zn(tcad of the Brier the Mortle ; © 
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Heaven as many as are out of their Communion. If I perceive among them- bloody and 
deſtruftive Principles, ſavage and violent Ations , boiſterous and ungovernable Patſions, 
poyſonous and. virulent Humours , helliſh Deſigns and Contrirances , to involve the 
Peaceable and Innocent in blood and deſtruftion; orif they do not boy! up to this height 
of overt cruelty in Attions of a Sevguine Complexion, yet if there be found among them a 
more Spiritzal and Subil: Malignity , a more flie and ingenious Artifhice to ſpread an In- 


fetton upon the Credit and Reputation of their Neighbours ( that are not ſquard ex.:cHy 


by the Rales from which they take their meaſurcy of Truth and Error) by Calumnies and 
Reproaches , by ſowr Cenſoriquſneſs, by malicious DetraQions ggby falſe or railing Ac 
cuſations, &c. I muſt rake leave of both theſe kinds in the language of facob Concerning 
his Two cruel Sons Simeon and Levs: O my {oul come thow not into their ſecret; unto their 
Aſſcmbly my Honour be not this united Noprofellion, though never fo plauſible, no Op:ini- 
$ons, be they never ſo right , canin his judgment who knows what is the ditterence berween 


true Religion and a Phariſaick Righteouſneſs, be valued any further then they ſubſerve to * 


the Honour and Glory. of God on High in promaring- Juſtice and Temperance, an Hea- 
venly Frame of Mind, a Benign and Charitable Diſpotition and Inclinations to Peace, and 
Good-will towaras all Men, 


Tis ro be ſuſpeted they have made but a ſ#perficial ſearch, and ſtudied onely the Argu- 
ments of one ſide , and often neither, in moſt of our -preſent Controverſies , that are 
moſt do;matical and confident ; and though it be granted that they are ſometime on the 
fre of truth, yer their Orthodox Notions are not truly rthe.r own , nor Vertuous and Praiſe 
wort':v, becauſe they are not the reſult of a diligent and impartial Enquiry, and an affenr 
unto Truth upon ſatza@ory Evidence ofter'd to their judgment afier an Examination of 
ſuch Arguments as are propos'd by the contrary party , which always ought to be thrown 
into the Scale and carefully wei: hed, before we come roa p ſitive determination in matters 
which we would!\impoſe upon others Judgment*and Practice ; but even their right opinions 
are to be attribiced rather to ſiich external occaſions which leave them ſhort of Rational 
Truths, and unbecoming intelletual Azents indued with faculties to ſearch afier Truth, 
as their fort#nate Nativity where the right belief was profeſſed , or Prepoſſcſſion from the 
Principles inſtill'd in their Education, or :ncompetency of parts, to make a through ſcruti= 
ny, or readineſs to comply with Perſons, they eſteem, care to preſerve 'heir worldly [ntereſty 
or an indifferency whether Religion be true or fale, and other accidental motives 
in conjunction with theſe, which would have made even thcſe fort of men, had the 
contrary Tenets bern offer'd to them at firſt on the ſame advantage , been as valiant 
Champions in the defence of Error *s now thy cance to be of Truth; it being. not their 
sntegrity and ingenuity and unbiaſſ- proſecution of Gods will, which gives them Preems- 
nence above others, for in theſe they often fall ſhort of their miſtaken Brethren, whoſe 
modeſt Enqu.ri:s into the truch of ſome. recciv/d Prinons, may ſometime miniſter matter 
for ſuſpenſion of belief, and diſſatisfaction in thoſe Notions , which th: ſe weak and inton- 
ſiderate men do more r:ad'h alltnt to, and poſitively alſ*zrt , becauſe they have not ac 

quairted themſelves with thoſe Rational Exceptions ane real difficulties, which others 
find they are liable ro , and intanglcd withal, which have made a more narrow Scarch 
and more ciligent Scrutiny into them, : 


That. we may the better maintain peace and an amicable correſpondence with thoſe 
which difſ-nt fromus , we ſhould remember, that in this tage all men are abnoxious both 
to Error and to Sin, and wperfct both in knowledre and veriwe; that we ought to put 
on all mens actions the mo't favourable conſtruttion their circum'tances will admit; that 
we our ſelves have at ſome turns fa:ldas well as our Neighbour ; that to take the Chair and 
Judge in Caſes where we are parnes ard concern'd', is the higheſt injuſtice z that no 
man ought to be charged with maintaining the ill Conſequences of his Opirions , when he 
doth deny and atſcl.:;m them ; that 1 oral Integrity recommends a miſt. k-n man to God, 
that though he hath provided no Infall:ble preſervatives trom Errorg,, yer ſincere care to 
avoid them is an eff:&ual Antidore againſt their Poyſon z and that 'tis unreaſonable for us ta 
rreat men as Enemies for ſuch Opinions by which they do not f-rrfeir Gods love and favorr. 
Thar, in fine, What God principally values and requires, is, that Men {acrifice their Hearts 


and AfﬀftHons to him, and yield ro him formal and vertual Faith 'and Obedience, when+_ 


they fail through want of ſufficient Information of Material ; and that if theſe be the 
terms whereupon God will graciouſly accept his weak and impotent Creatures, then we 
ought not to R:probate and Anathematiz: them whom God receives, though they ſubſcribe 


not 
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not toall thoſe Articles we have annexed to our Creed,,/ and made fundamental ro_Sale 


vation. 


ty Prayers to the Father of Lights for the Divine Influences, and Concerrence of the Spir ut 


' of Truth, 'for his Guidance and Direction : What ever Error ſuch a Man may hold, what 
ever Truth he may be unacquainted with upon ſuch a fair Enquiry , his miſtake and 1gno- 


Tance is invincible, and his caſe compaſſionable ,, and how he ſhall be dealt with at the Uni- 


verſal Audit, it cannot be hard for themito judge! who partake moſt of the Clemency , 


Benignity,and Love of the Father of Mercies, who remembers our Frame , and knows that we 


are bat daft, who will make all favourable Allowances , and will not upon the forfeirare 


of our Eternal Happineſs, exatt degrees of knowledge from us above the Line of the Re- 
velation he hath made , and the ſtrength of the Fapulties we are indued with; and he that 
isconſcious he hathemace the beſt uſe of his Underſtanding he 1s able, in this [ntell:Fxat 


miſtaken , that he hath ſought the Truch impartially . m8 he that hath had his Conver- 
ſetion in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity , mav , * notwithſtanding ſome Infirmities and Ih- 
aduertencies Ie hath been ſubjeC co in his life. 


Though we cannot but own that the Reformatzon both at heme and abroad hath ſome 
d:feft s and blemiſhes, and is not in all parts complcat and perf.ct, yet the progreſs that 
hath been made rowards it, is a Hlefſing ought to be highly valued, and thankfully ac- 


»knowledged , and of all perſons rH ought nor to ſleight and vilifie it, and violently con- 


reſt about indifferent things, whoſe Lv:s are not Reformed, and ſcraple not at ſuch things 
as are #nzoubtedly ſinful ; and'on the other hand the; Patronaze and acfence of it is managed to 
very, little purpoſe , when undertook by ſuch who take liberty ro vary from the Rate of 
Right, and live not according to the exatt difference of Good and Evil , and conform not 
ro that Religion eſtabliſhed by the Law of our Saviowr, and founded in the Erernal Princi= 
ples of Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, and Truth. Nothing being more abſur*d and prepo= 
ſterous, childiſh and ridiculous, than to be cariouſly buſie about the Pablick Reformation, be= 
fore the ſame work be done at home , nor a' truer Charatter of an Hypocrite, than a 
. forward Zeal to Corrett and Amend the Faith and Religion of others, and yer allow bim- 
ſelf in irregular and diſhoneſt Prattices ; to tithe the Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, with great ex=- 
actaeſs and ſcrupuloſity, and in the interim to neglect Mercy, Zndement, Faithfalneſs , 
andthe weightier Matters of the Law, | 


Theſe would be happy Signs of the Chriſtian |Churches recovery. to aiſtate of ſteady 
Peace, and bg a ſpring of true joy to all that are Friends to real Religion , to fee the com» 
mon Intereſt and Deſign of Chriſtianity proſecuted with as much diligence and induſtry as 
that of particular _ , fo ſce our private Picguts diſcarded, and every gord and vertae 
ow an of whatſoever denomination) (in our New Stile) accounted our Neighbour and 
treated accordingly , to ſee all our Controverſies about Syperſtition wound upon this 
bottom, that none place more or leſs Religion in any thing then the natare of the thing will 
bear, to ſee our feeveriſh heats about minute and perty Circumſtances in Worſhip to «a= 
bate and grow cooler , toſee us ſo far as we have already attained ro walk by the ſame vale, 
and mind the ſame thing ; and wherein we are otherwiſe mind:d, not furiouſly attack and con- 
demn one another; but humbly wait on him(thar hath promis'd that theſe things alfa 
wherein we differ he will reveal to 6, | 


We are too. prone to believe that the A of Grd will fall, unleſs we ſupport it with Vu- 
hall»wed hands, that Chrifts Church and Faith will be prevaii'd on by the Gates of Hil, 
Except we call for fire from Heaven to conſume its Enemies; that Hereſies or Superſtitions 
will over-ſpread the Face of the Church, if werun not to an Arm of Fleſh and take UVn- 


chriſtian and Unxarrentable Methods to ſuppreſs and prevent them ;' but let us contrive as 
- many expedicn's as Humane Yr and Power can execute , to preſerve the Church and 


Religion from Renzs and Diviſions, Ruine and DeftruQion , -all our Attcmprs and Rents 
aes arc likely. to prove Ineffeftual and Swceeſieſs ,| which are not founded in rational Con 
vitzuy 


He which neglets not the weans appointed by Heaven to informs him) of Truth , bur 
being diveſted of all worldly reſpefi>and ſecret inclinations that one propoſition ſhould be 
rrue rather than the other, that ſtands ready to believe and reſolv'd to obeythe Will of God 
aſſoon as it appears to him to be h1s ; and as an upright 7 mage with Caution and Impartialt- 
ty, Examines what ever can be alledged to give 1n Evidence to the Matter he is in queſt 
of; andas an Honeſt Chriſtian, to his Care and Diligence, ſuperadds his Humble and Heear- 


E 15 moe may as well rejoyce in the Teſtimony of his.Conſ.ience, thovgh in ſome thir gshe is 
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vidtion and $4tisfaftion , and recommended from a Spirit of Love, Sweetneſs, and Cle: 
mency. y \ | 

pl. ſſed Feſme ! When thoucomeſt wilt thou find Zevein the Karth » Did ever any Pro- 
ſeſſors of a Religion tread fo Antipodes rothe Example ,:and walk more contrary to the 
Precepts of their Maſter : It was not becauſe thou wantedſt Power but Will, thatthou 
didſt nor revenge the Afﬀronts and Injuries that were offer'd ro thy Perſon and Defrine : 
Couldft thou not have girded thy Sword upon thy Thizh, O thou moſt wighty, and rode on pre- 
{perosſly im the Ruin of thy Enemies, and triumphed over them in the greatneſs 7 thy Power ? 
Hadſt thou tawght thy Diſciples ro fight, as Mahbomet did his Diſciples; and inlicu of that 
Meekneſs, Lve, Gentleneſs, Patience, Forgiveneſs, &c. which thou requireſt as Qur Prin- 
cipit Tribute, injoynedus to be revenged on Enemies, to retaliate injuries, to make way 
for thy Goſpel, by Rapine and Violence , by ſe:12:ng the Properties, by Invading the” 
Dominio:s of 'thoſe we are able to prey wpon, Hadſt thou allowed us to violate our Faith, 
rQ quit our Allegiance , to Perſecute , Torment , Maſſacre our Brethren to advance thy 
Kingdom and Power and Glory ; then we might have beheld the Deſolations thoſe thac 
profeſs thy Name have made in the World without aſtoniſhment, and owned they had 
not forfeited the Title they Aſſume of being of the Society of Feſws , by incouraging and 
propagating theſe ar.d ſuch barbaromns Outrages ; which have made good natured He-a- 
then afraid they ſhould weet with themagain 1n the other World. 


W 


- 
In the Prophetick Viſion , the Four great Monarchies of this World were repreſented 
bv Beaſts full of Savageneſs and Cruelty , as oppoſite ro the Kingdom of the Meſſiah; the 
G'orv and Eitabliſhment of which , was to conſiſt is Love and Peace, in Rig hteowſneſs and 
oy , Which although at preſent it obtain nor to any great degree among Men , yet there 
are the Seeds of this bleſſed and happy Eſtate , ſcatter'd up and down in the Breaſts of 
True Bclicy:rs, and the Love of God and of his Off-ſpring is ſhed abroad in their hearts by 
his Spiiit, to which the Adminiſtration of rx Kingdom is committed, which like' the 
tone cut out withoxt hands , will increaſe by little and little , rill it become a grees Moun- 
tain and fill rhe whol: Earth, as now it doth the Heavens, with its Glory, 


What Peace can we hope for , ſo long as the ſeveral contending Parties with a kind of 
Helliſh Senſuality careſs and treat themſelves with one anothers Wickedneſs and /w2mo- 
ral ties, and are abandantly gratified, that the bounds of Temperance, Juſtice, and Chalti- 
ry are tranſprefſed, or any Villanies though never fo hateful ro God, Angels , and all 
Wiſe and Good M4-n, are perpetrated, provided that the Offenders be of a different perſwaſion 
from them; as ifit were an el:gibl: and grateful Speftacle ro beho'd the Laws of Chrsſt and 
the Honour of his Religion, rendred vile and contemptible to the World, , that we may 
take occaſion ſrom thence, to inſult and triumph over ſome we may ſtile our Enemies , 
and may have opportunity to-revenge our private Grudges and Quarrels on the Criminals, 


What Peace ? So long as this moſt unjuſt and #ncharitable Prattice is kept on foot , 
whereby the Offences and Extravagancies of ſome particular Per/ons, are Charged upon the 
whole Body or Corporation to which they do relate, and the guilt of what is done by ong 
in compliance with his own Luſts and Paſſions , ſhall be imputed ro the Party of which be 
is, as being the natural reſult of their Principles, which if.it be countenanced, is the moſt 
compendious way not only to bl.iſt the credit and reputation of any ſmall ſociety of Men, 
but will bring the whole Chriſtian Ch#rc# under ſcandal and contempt; as if what alien 
the Apoſtare ſaid of it was true, That it wasa Sanxary to the moſt fla;zir5oud Offenders and 
patromz/d thoſe Vic:s tro which no other Religion allowed Expiarion. 


\ What Peace can be ſo /ong ? that hath not the. praftice and exerciſe of Goalineſs and 
Honeſty for its Baſit. Were all our differences among our ſelves compos'd to our mutual 
ſatuſattton , and no ſtorms from abroadin view to threaten us. 'Tis too eaſie to progneſti- 
cate how ſhort a continuance ſo great a bieſſing may make with us, , if we cait our 
eycs upon thoſe-Vices and Debaucheries, which reign among us ſo encontroaledly, which 
are the fatal ſymptoms and ſad prefages of pp roaching judgments. Tis not our Religions 
quarrels alone, arelikely ro Shipwrack our 'Nation, there areYces and Villanes of a pro- 
faner hue , that increaſe the ſtorm, and ſeem to render our preſervation andeſcape, with-, 
out Perſonal Reformation , impoſſible. Were we in carneſt ſo ſollicitous for the Churches and 
Kingdoms Welfare, as we ſeem to be , and had the love for them-we pretend, whilſt we com- 
.Plain of the Methods and' Arts others uſe to deſtroy it, we would be more careful 
our 


( 10 ) 
our ſelves that we did not promote its Ruin, and pull down its Pilars by our own Immao- 
ralitics. | 
Salvation, is of ſuch Eternal Importance, that no man ought to be blam'd for m»- 
king Inquiry aſter the way to it, and for nor raking it up On the Credit of another, who 
may for ought he knows deceive him , when he can be ſure he hath no ill Deſign upon 
himſelt: 'Tis Wiſdoms Dire+ion that our own Eyes ſhould look ro the Foundation on which 
we ſtand, and that we ſhould not commit our ſelves blind-fold to any ones DireQhion , 
let them. pretend to neber ſo 7:fallible Cqnduft. God hath fer up a Light in every man z 
his Reaſon is the Candle of the Lord, and ro follow ic, and follow God » 18 10 the Oda 
Theelozy the ſame ; and though this light be complain'd of as dimn , yet it being the belt 
we have ſince the Fall; "tis our;ſecxrity t9 follow ir, till we are furniſhed wich a brighter g 
\ and if we chance to err by going along with our beſt Friend and ſureſt Gaia , our mittake 
will not be fatal , becauſe it was not avoidable. 


Tis the Obſervation of a Perſon of Honour who hath uſed both Sword and Shield in the 
defence of our Reformation from the -dorrupt DoCtrines of Rewe , That the Ecl:Boos, 
who did not abſolutely believe, and give up\their Judgments rothe Doctrines of any parcicular 
Set, tro be Swayed and Governed by their Principles and Determinarions, but upon dk- 
gent and impartial examining theifvarious and differing Norions ard Do 'm2r4,did rege& whar 
they found diſ{»nent. from Reaſon, and elefted and entertained for Trmth what appeared t@ 
them to be agreeable thereto, were reputed a Diſcreet and Honeſt fort of Philoſophers: Sa 
for Matters of Divinity there may be , and 1 doubt not but there 1s, a Good and Prudent 
kind of Chriſtians , who do not zealowſly ſpouſe and mantain the Syſtems and Dottnines 
of any of thoſe Dſt:n& Parties whereinto the Chriſtian World is now Crumbled, bur where= 
ever they find the Truth, doxeally Embrace it, and joyn in ſome Truths with one Side and 
in ſome with another, and receiving the Truth in and for the Love of it , giveitthe pre- 
ferreace' before any other Perſons or Interelts whatſoever. | 

In theſtNotionsT have rendred to thy thoughts,l am not alone, bur have m2nyof the Prums- 
tveReformers of this Church, and of the pr:ſent Worthy and Learned Members of it in my 
company,to'whoſe Diſcourſes anc! Labours ] acknowledg my ſelf indebted, which I ther ther 
mention to ſilence the Clamors and reCtifie the miſtakes of two forts of men, whoon ditfereri 
accounts impure more ſtraitneſs and narrownels of Spirit to them,than in Juſtice they oughr. 
Some few expreſſions of this tendency 1 ſhall recite : («) Tis in vain to think Religioncan be 

impos'd by force,that we can b.nd che Wills and Underitandings of Men 
(a) Author of thewhole with ſuch fetters as wedo their Bodtes; Armies cannot beſiege my Rea- 
Daty of Man in Cauſe ſon, nor Canons batter my YYull The Logick of a Sword 18 not proper 
of decayes of Picty, toinduce Aſſent and Conviction : A Chriſtian Perſecutor is a contra- 

dition ; The Goſpetin one hand,theSwora in the other,may make many 
Slavesor Hypocrites, but few Chriſtians. What motive can | have to receive Religion from 
an Oppreſlor , can I think that he that treats my Body Inhumane'y hath a kindneſs for my 
Soul ; that he that will not permit me to enjoy my own, will help me to any thing is berrer. 

To theſe 1 ſubjoyn out of Ur. H. M4. Unity ot hearts is better then Vaiformity in Ations 
indifferent : The yiſ1ble exerciſe of profeſſed Charity and kind Forbearance is a more comely 
Ornament of the Church than conſtrained Vuiformity ; Opinions, ſuppoſing no. venome of a 
Perſecutive Spirit in them, ſhould not exclude from theEr joyments either ofpublick or private 
Rights: External force being ſo unfiting in jt ſelf , and moſt of all wnbecoming the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate in matters of Religion, what one may fancy loſt by laying aſide perſecution, will 
be regained in as great a meaſure by Peace, Every one that profeſſeth faith in Czr:ft and be= 
heves the Scripture, let his @pinions be otherwiſe what they will, is according, to his life worth 
ability ro be prefered , which is abſolutely the moſt advant agrow way for the advancing the 
Goſpel and making the World good, that the wit of man can find out : The :mmediate Diftate 
of Conſcience in -a Soul which is ſincere is the Commend of God, and the Convittion thereof 
1s properly the promwlgation of his Will : God ſets a ſincere Religioniſt free in matters of 
Religion from any External force or power. This Poſition, That Liberty of Conſcience is not to 
be granted 4n Religion, is the the greateſt i9wry and difintereſt to True Religion can be f 
poſed: , and brings upon Nations Wars, Bloodſhed, Subverſion of Families , Depoſing Prin- 
ces , Perperual Enmity and Hatred, and all the Works of the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; The 
moſt tru'y Religious are moſt abhorrent from perſecution for Conſcience ſake; To theſe 
might add our of this profound Philoſopher! and Chriſtian Dottor , Many more expreſſions 
of the fame tenor and importance, were it not ſuperfluous, 
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As a Corenis take theſe Propoſitions out of an Author of as great repute for Learning as 
moſt thar have attempted to prove the Proteſtant Religion a SafeWay to Salvation. Mr.Chil/ 
Par. 161. 

They are the greateſt $cbiſmatickhs who make the way to Heaven narrower, the Yoke of 

' Chriſt heavier, the Differences of Faith greater, the Conditions of Eccleſiaſtical Communion 

hardey and ftrifter, than they were at firit made by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Allow the belief of 
no more difficulties neceſſary ro Salvation now than were in the Primitive Church, that no 
Error is in ſelf deſtruive which was not then : So order Gads Publick Service that plain 
and honeſt Chriſtians may wirhout hypocriſy /ſcruple,or proteſtarion, againſt any pere of it, 
joyn init, then notwithſtanding difference irt-chings zoe plain, and thereiore not neceſſary , 
there would be Unity of Communion, Charity and Mutual Tolleration, and by theſe 
means, Schiſms and Hereſies would be baniſhed che World, and thoſe wrerched Diviſions 
which rend and tear in pieces , not the Coar but the Members and Bowels of Chriſt, with 
mutual Pride, Tyranny, Killing, Curſing, and Damning , will receive a bleſſed Cataftrophe. 


Pag 179. The Preſumptuous impoſing the Senſes of Men on the Word of Ged, and 
laying: them on Mens Conſciences equally, under Penalty of Death and Damnation; this 
vain Conceir, that we can ſpeak of the Things of God , betrer than in the word: of God 8 

- the reſtraining the Underſtandings of Men trom that liberty wherein Chriſt lefr them 
theſe make Schiſms Immortal, . 


- Take away Perſecuting, &c. for not ſubſcribing to the Words of Aden as the Words of _ 
Ged, require of Chriſtians onely to believe Chriſt, and to call no:-man Maſter but hins 
onely : Take away Tyranny, reſtore Chriſtians to their juſt and full liberty of Captivating 
their Underſtandings to Scripture onely , and 'tis ro be hoped this will quickly reduce us 


to Truch and Unity. 


. 1 have learnt, ſaith he, from the Fathers, nothing is more againſt Religion thantoforceit ; - 
from St, Paul, that the Weapons of the Chriſtians VV arfare are not Carual; and great 
Reaſon , for humane vio!ence may make men cownterferr but not believe , and therefore 
fir only to breed Firm w:thowt , and Atheiſm within: *Tis unjuſt to force VFeak Men by the 
Profeflion of a Religion they believe not, to loſe Eternal Happineſs, out ofa fear they may 
poſſibly diſturb the Srates qurer,, by Opinions by which neicher diſobedience to Authority, 
or lmpiety', is taught or licenſed : They of all men are tobe excepted from liberty ,-which - 
teach this $.xguinary Dottrine, that *tis lawful by HYmane Violence to enforce others. 
If Proteſtants did compel others to embrace their Reformation , and offer v: olence to 
their Corſcienccs, I excuſe them not, and bleſſed had they been, had they choſe rather 
ro die for their Religions than fight for it. This way of violence may perhaps produce 
Uniformity in a Particular Churchor State, but Immortalize the greater and more lam=nt- 

\ able Diviſions of Chriſtendom , maintain pcrhaps the Profeſſion of Truth in one place, 
and the Oppreſſion in an hwnxdred. Thus this great Man hath Writ, who was able by 
Reaſon and Scripture to maintain his Religion, and not obliged for want of Rational 
Arguments , to call-for the Secular Sword to his Aſliſtance. 


- I am aware that the Temper of Mind hereby recommerided, is by many of a Fiery and 
Attive Spirit decried , and interpreted to ſavour of too great a /atitxde , and to be 
that luke-warm and Leedicean Humour, which is ſo nauceous and hateful with our 
Lord ; That Tr&&4 is to be profſecated with our #tmoſt Care and Intention of Mind, and that 
we cannot be roo Zealowſly affefted in ſo good a Cauſe , bur ought to expreſs the greateſt ' 
fervency therein. - Although the Enquiry after Divine Truth and the Propagatioh of it, 
will juſtifie our greateſt Diligence and Activity, yet it will not account for any Irre- 
gular and Indiſcreet Actions or Paſhons we ſhall fall into, :1n thedefence and patronage 
of it; the greater Caution and Prudence is at this time neceſſary to do it real ſervice} 
ſince it hath ſuffer'd ſo much prejudice from their forwardueſs and heat that have appeard 
on its fide. If I underſtand whatir is to be Zealow for the Trath, *tis not to be Paſſis- 
nate and Li!57i0ws about ir, *tis not to give our Natural Tempers, when hot and eager, the; 
ſcope of expreſſing themſtIves warmly and contentioully for it ; tis not to charge thoſe) 
that differ from us with Hereſse or Infidelity, 8c. He is the Man that hath a Love and 
Zeal for Truth , that carefully informs his mind concerning it , by Enquiry and Con- 
fideration, that improves it to mederate his Appetites and Paſſions, to refine and ſweeten 
his Temper and Spirir , to Corrett and Kegwulate his Life and Manners , - to make his 
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Converſe Beneficial to Men, and Subſervient ro the Honour of the God of Truth. 


The Hereſics and Errors which the Apoſtles ſo ſmartly reprehended, and warned rhe Pri- 
mitive Chriltians ro avoid , were ſuch that .direaly tended ro the Subverting Holineſs of 
Life, and foſter'd Senſuality and Diſſolution of Manners, and fruftrared the gracious 
deſign of God in Recencil:ng the World to himſelf , by the Death and ReſurreRtion of his 
Beloved Son , by turning the Grace of God into la{crviowſneſs ,  makzng Chriſt" rhe 
Miniſter of Unrightcouſneſs , by taking incouragement to ſin becauſe Grace aid abound , by abuſing 
their uberty , FO be Servants of Corryption. To theſe Notions and Practices, Sr. Peter g1VES 
the name of Damnable Hereſies , and the Errors of the V/icked, and threatens thoſe with 
jfaral Deſtruction, and atterl} periſhing in their own Corruption , that (0 taught and pra- 
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But when the Apoſtle hath occaſion to Argue with YVY/eak and Toreft Chriſtians which, 
held the Head, and built on the trxe Foundation Jeſus Chriit, though rhey were Errone- 
ous, and had Miſapprehenfions concerning the Nature of Indifferent Things and” Triths of 
the leſſcy Magnitude, he doth not ſeverely animadvert on them , nor was he willi 
to be poſitive and lay reſtraints on their liberty , that he might not, as he ſpeaks, caſt s 
Snare upon them, nor confine them where Chriſt had left them free; bur gives them 
general Rules ro obſerve, that Love and Peace might be: maintained in the free uſe of 
their Chriſtian Liberty , and that they might manage it ſoas that it become not a tumb- 
ling Blxck to them that were weak, as that they wounded not- their brethrens weak conſci- 
ences , by their imprudent exerciſe of it-y and that they ſhould nor d:ſpsſe or judre one an- 
' Other , but that they ought ro bear one anothers bumggens , and not ſo much to pleaſe thems- 

ſelves, as every one 10 pleaſe his Net; bbour for his good Eaification. 


'Tis not difficult ro inſtance a great many Caſes, where common Prudence and Inge- 

' nuity will'make Allowances, if not Apologi:s for Erroneous Apprehenfſions, as where there 
are not evil conſequences attend them, where there'is no Malipnity and [Ul-will in con- 
Jaoaion with them , where the miſtakes may reſult from the Prejudices of Egucation,, 
or be founded in Nataral Temper and Conſtiturion , where there are no [ndications of 
Pride and Afﬀefion , where the imury and dangers of his Errors will be to himſelf ard 
not to other perions, where there have not been efportumties for better information , 

| where men of- known [nte, rity and Ability are of afferent Perſwaſions, where Expreſſions 
are Ambiguous and fairly capable of a two-fold ſigmfication, where ro a particular mi- 
ſtake is ſuperadded a reneral belief of the Truth, or compenſation made by Unitorm O- 
bedience and Univerſal Charity , where the Cenſor hath great reaſon to ſ#{p:# his ows 
judgment , being compounded of the ſame frail and deceivable Materials as others are 
and is Obnoxious to the ſame, and poſſibly may be Atxally intan;led with greater Er- 
rors than his, whom he animadverts upon : I am apt to believe that whoſoever ſhall 
ſerioi!fly arrend unto theſe and ſuch like Caſes, for 'tis not poſſible ro inſtance 4f, which 
chall:nge our Canaour and good ConftruQtion , will not berafh and harſh in his condemn=- 
ing and cenſuring ſuch, whoſe Notigns and Tenets. are nt agreeable io his own. | 


If thy Brother judge not according to thy ſenſe , what car that be ro thee to move 
thy ' Spleen and Paſſion? Hath he nota Maſter of his ows to ſtand or fall ro, hath he nor- 
a Right to judge for himſelf as well as thoy haſt, and may-he nor uſe it without x 
teave? Is not Premeditation neceſſary tro make a wiſe choice and give true Judgment © Why. 
then ſhould it rhau be impatient that he will not 1mmediately accord with thy Apprehen- 
ſions , but cor ti4er before he determine? May it not be Uncharit ible to believe he hath 
not a fair Appearance of Trurh and Show of Reaſon on his fide, which lead him our 
_ of the way? Andit it be fo, 'tis mbſt unreaſonable to oblige him to alter his Opinions, 
till chou haſt propos'd ſ«fficient Evidence to his Underſtanding , that he way ſee a juſt cauſe 
ſo to do : for ſuch is tne frameand conſtitution of our Hzmane Faculties, that we can- 
nat believe as we {ft , rake up Notions, and admit them to credit at our will and plea- 
-ſ#re,, withour the Evidence of Reaſon, 1.or quit and diſcharge our ſelves from them : 
when we arc minged it ſhould be otherwiſe, without Arguments and Rational I; ducements. 


There is an Evil incident to moſt, and the rather becauſe 'few charge themſelves with 
© 17 point of Conſcience , Viz. an Eafie Credwlity', or Over-baſty taking up [11 Reports of 
Men withour ſofficient grownds , and then ſpreading them , anddeſeanting on'them as cer- 

. tain 


AS 


/ 


/ 


(13) 
4iu and tree , this now is not onely Prejadicial to Humane Converſe, as alienating 
ns Aﬀetions from each other ; and tending tothe ruin of more perhaps then only a Mans 
ad Name and Reputation , but muſt be of great concernment to our ews Peage and 
tisfattion of Mind , if we have any Modefty.and Ingennity left; for if chrough this caſineſs 
belief we are miſtaken, and diſperſe the lie, what Anſwer can we give ozr ſelves, when 
reflc& on the ſcancalous Imputations and falſe Cenſures we have paſſed on an Innocent. - 

Prithee tell me what advantage thou lookeft for , by being diſtinguiſhed from others 

Y Ritual Obſervances , by incffcfiual Opinions, by different Deneminations , by External 

ormal.tics, by a fondneſs for them , and for thy ſelf roo, that thou paſleſt under a Pees- 

liar Charafter , on that account , when in the mean time thy, Deportwent and Conyer- 
tion is not diſt;n:#iſbed from the reſt of the World , but ſevors of the ſame Earthly, 
ſual , Proud , Carnal, and Selfiſh Deſigns and Intereſts as theirs. God is nor ſomuch 
holding to Men as they vainly imagine , for their attetmpts to advance thet Kingdows 
hich conſiſts but in Meats and Drinks, and the like, and cometh with Obſervation, and 
zath onely an External Viſible Pomp and Grandeur to ſet it :F withal ; and is at beſt 
rtificial and Mechanick. The Throne wherein he deſires his Empire and D:avinion ſhould 
de eltabliſhed, is the Heart and Soxl of man, and if that be nor entirely ſubdued to the 
Divine Authority, andif Univerſal Righteouſneſs and Love do not triumph there, all other 
ormal Submiſſions and Profeſſions that are ſolemniz'd, do in earneſt ſignifie nothing to 
he Honour of Gods Sovereignty , whoſe Kingdom doth not come with Power and Glory 
lil bas Willbe done in Earth, as 'tis done in Heaven, | 

'Tis high time to take our Saviours Council to go home and learn, Viz. retireinto - 
zur ſclves, and conſider what this meaneth, / will have mercy and pot ſacrifice, that we 

ay ar length proportion the degrees of our Zeal and AﬀeRions to the trze Natwre and 
State of things, and n» longer make ſuch Partial Preferences as hitherto we have done, 
ſpending our main ſtrength in the defence of the Ost-works, whilſt the chief Citradel through 
negligence falls into the Enemies hands; attending with great diligence to the oxtward 
Forms and Mode of Religion, while the inward Life and Power decays and languiſhes for 
want of due Proviſion, This Over-valuaiion of Externals, hath given a fatal check to 
the progreſs of True Religion in the World, and diverted the generality of Men from 
the proſecution of thoſe Devine and Excellent YVereves wherein the very Life and Spiricof 
it confiſt, which are both of greateſt concernment and benefit unto Men, and gl 
and honour unto God: for whilſt they have inverted Gods Order , and prefer*d Sacrifice be- 
forc Meycy , and put the Means in the place of the end, what God Inſticuted and Ordain'd 
ro be Subſidiary , to promote Religion, hath been perverted and abuſed to Obſtratt 
and [mpede it, 

True Religion conſiſts in Love, Holineſs , Righteouſneſs, Humility , Sincerity, Sobyiety , 
AMechkneſs, and the like Divine Graces z and tor Deficiency in theſe God makes no al 
Jowances z glorious things are ſpoken of theſe and all [»ft#ations of God : much more 
Inventions of Men, whenthey come in Competition with them, are of little or no/aluation. 

ſheſe are [nd;ſpenſably neceſſary and Eſſentially requiſite , to qualifie and diſpoſe us for 
the enjoyment of God and Happineſs; they are of a Natwral and Erernal Right, Writ 
by the Finger of God in the mind of Man , in the firſt moment of bis Creation, theſe 
make us conformable to our Creator , like to our Father, renew his Image in us, and 
| _ us according to our Meaſure and Proportion pertakers of the Divine Nature. Theſe 
| render us aceeptable to God , and reftore us to his Favour ; they are the true Enno- 
blements and Embelliſhments of the Soul, they have not an Arbitary Goodneſs dependi 
onely on the reſolution of the Divine Will , but an Inherent and [ntrenfch Excellency Ef- 
ſential to them. All Infitxeed Worſhip is appointed to Miniſter to theſe, the defign-of 
our Lords undertaking was to promote them , the Treafures of his Kingdom are pro- 
mis'd ro them, our own and others Peace is ſettled and prefery'd by them , and againſt theſe 
there is no Law no ObjeRtions. He that in thefe great things of Religion ſerverh Chrift , will 
be acceptable to God and appreved of all Wiſe and Good tnen. | 
. Thefe challenge our moſt carneſt Zeal and Intention , our greateſt Fervency and ARi- 
yity, our conſtant care aad diligence z but alas we take it it to be too heavy a burden 
to charge our ſclves wich theſe' weighty things of the Law and Goſpel , and therefgre 
that we may the more quietly caſe our ſelves of them with as few rebukes from our 
Conſciences as we can, we create refuges of lies, to which we repair for ſheſter againſt 
their Importunities and Convittions; to which Sanftuarys not only the more Demure 
and Phariſaick, but the Publican and Profaner Sinners do reſort ; and as a. Supplement 
eq their defets in Morals, and Compenſation for Vicious Practices, expect to render 
Gad Propitious to them by ſome modes of Deyotien, ſome ſcheme of Opinions , ſome 
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Forms of Godlineſs , ſome Sanftimonions <hews, by Communion with, the Church,” 
.ircquefiting Ordinances, by Zeal againſt others $.ns and Errors, by Acting ſome fir 
Veruld®? \ by abtbrtjbg fome' fingle Vize ," by  peſſionare Contelts for Pablick Uſage 
or Piftitsl.ir Perſwaſions ,* by bearing hard upon_thoſe. that difſenr from them ,. eithy 
by Cenſutre or Power, and by believing thereby they do Gd good ſervice : ſome ane C 
orher of theſe or rhe like formal Artifices, or «lſe ſome more Sp:r:twal and Rehing 
Pieces gf Hypocriſie , con{/tent rich the Luſt s and Peſſicns and Intereſts of Men, . hay 
almoſt baniſhed *out of rhe World thar Religion which is Pare', Peaceable,, Gent 
tafie to be Intreattd, full of Mercy and gaod Fruits, witheur Partiality , and witheut Hprerife 
and*made us forger there isa Text 1n the Bible dehorrs us from all Bitterneſs an IWr th 
and Anzer, anl Clamngr , and' Evil-ſp:aking, with all Matic; and though we may flares 
our felves vvith a conceir, rhar theſe Vices with others of the ſame kinds may be ' 
nividat and diſpens'd vvirh , vvhen they are turn'd againit the Enemies of God , and his 
Church , Stare,” or People, yet ſuchiis their Natural Malignty , rand Turpitude, thax 
they cannot bc S 11itt fid and Authoris'd! by any Power or Preropative in Heaven OT Earth. [- 
Thole that vvould be Diftaters in Religious Aﬀairs , and Umpire in Matters of C 
ſcience, if they defizgnto bring ir, to] a good Iſfie , ought ro be themlclves very;uns' 
blameable in their lives, and do rhoſe things may gain a belief that God vvill nor. y | 
to have familiarity with them, and acquaint them with his Will. What Cycait can be given; 
to their Report of Go1, that are Enemles to him in ther Minas by Wicked Works? Who, 
can look for a true Charatt.y of God, from one that bears not I's mage? For rizit Noe * 
rions of him and his ways from one that is a ſtranger to both ? Tx4t5 13 moſt likely ro be, 
found in Comunttion with Goodneſs, Wickedueſs Corrupts and Virrues the Frixciples of the. 
Mind; the Faculties, by which M-n ſhould make Right fadyment of R-ligion, are deprev'd 
by Pride and Luit. Where theſe are Predominanr in t2e Lives and Attions of Men, vve-: 
may juſtly ſuſpect their, Acquaintance vvith Divine Truth, and tteir A#:liry ro Condutt and. 
 Gaide ochers thereinto. Did his Holineſs, ſo call'd, reafly Jeferye thar Name, fo ar- 
rogantly aſſumed and arrriburted, I ſhould not wonder that he was Conſult:d as. an O-,* 
racle, - The Urim and Thumminz were united. TiN the Soul be hailo ed and. piirificd from. © 
corrupt Patſions and rerrene Aﬀections, the Spirit of Truth will not vouchſaſe to is, _ 
E:yhtes it, In Heaven, 'where there are. the full:ft C on:munications of G-odneſs,, there ares" 
_ the clexreft and brighteſt Mnifftations| of Trath. | > 42 | 
* Eruch is mot likely ro be found where: the Author ofit was, nor in the ſtrong Wind,nor 
in the Erthquake, nor in theFire; notin mincs furiouſly Agitated with their awn Paſlions 
and Apprtires,” bur m rhe ſtill ſmall voice 3 1n thoſe of a Sedare , Calm ,* Benign, Quiet,, 
and compoſed Temper: Truth and Love are naturally allied., and ſeldome part compa- 
ny, he rat treafs the Paths of Love and Peace , doth rarely err from the way of Truth; 
He*'of- whom *c* fi: he is Crrhr , 'isalfo he is Love. He whoſe Characteris a Deceiver*: 
and Liar , is Ape!'yan ron; a Muicth-rer and defiroyer. | 
We altwiſh for Peace, and ſay we prize it , we complain thar Earth is almoſt an Hell for want of ir , 
thar Fury, Paſſion. Violence, are the ſame in| the Rational World , as Storms and Tempeſts in the Na-, 
rural; agdiwe profeſs we are ready and willing rodo our urmoſt to allay theſe by Kindneſs; Love , Cle- 
mency;; bur when the matter comes to the Teft, ' our Ations ſpeak we are of another mind, we inf" : 
thenon ſygh terms as render ajl Union and Accommodationimpollible ; we are Peremptory and Inflexible in * 

- our Netzong, andexact the urmo?t of our Brethren , withourallowance or abatement;' and as Vietorious! . 
and Succeſs! ul Princes, will not refuſe Peace, ,yet nor accept of ir neither ; onany other conditions rn our! 
ſelves R_—_ Thus the means of compoſing our Breachts, have rent tfem the wider,and whilſt che Founs-\ 
dation is laid to0 narrow and ſcanty for that vaſt Supeyſtrufture 'tis to, ſupport, *it' cannot be expected r@- 

; be with any other ſucceſs. * © L's, OS 08 a, LS A | " FITS 
*,We are nor Orzernally diſaffected to one another, , the ſtate of Nature, before mans Aroftacy. was 
peaceable, the diffeationiof Brethren was rhe Effet of [Mans Prevarication and D-{et#i:n from God ; and 

- I$it not.realonably ro be expected, thar the nearer approaches we make x9 our P: :mitivg 1 «teortty. the 
more thar Benign and Loving Temper;and Spirit ſhould revive and fluuriſh ameng us, -which preſerved 
Paradite'it Telf from a Chaos and Confuſion. | | | 
ons caſt 2 diſhonour ah the Head of our Recavery, as if he could not accompliſh the De- 

n 


- 


is Undertaking, and reftore arid cfeate Man a-new rothat Love ahid Frien4{hi p Which was Natura. 
ro him” before he revohed'from his Innocence and Allegiance to his Creator. ' © | | & 

- Chriftian Charity [is rhe arvue Panacet or All-heal , - I mean nor” thar ſelfish 'Chariry which behaves it 
felF ſo unjeemly , as ro begiq ar home andrend there roo \,'. or elle ſteps out of doors onelv ro'irs Own of 
Neighbouring Party z and Limucs and Contrafts, its, Beams to a ſingle. Point; but that diffufive and: 
exrenfive Grace, which 1s of an Univerſal Latitude and Comprehenſion, thattgkes a large Sphere, for Ati» 
on and MS:ivn ; this is -he great Security and common Prefer vative of the Peace of Mankind,and withs. 
our it no Guaranty car preveh; Infractinns and Breaches bein g made upon ir: 'T han this the Apoſ'le | 
nor Shew a more ©+*"#iert may ;-and if this be not ground firm enouph to caſt Anchor on to preſerve us fron 
thar Shipwrack w:ch;which we are threarned from oar preſearLUnchriſtian Storms ; I pray Go d\dire&X 
thoie whom 1t molt concerns, ro that which maybe fo, | | 
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